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few months. His energy deserted him again in the face of the
worsening of the chronic eczema from which he suffered, and
the solitude that he had so much enjoyed on his arrival at
Atuana was now sometimes almost unbearable, for there was no
one among the Europeans in the valley to give him comfort or
encouragement. The ease of the years when he had lived with
Tehura and her successors was over and could not be renewed,
for he was a profoundly changed being owing to the gradual
worsening of his disease*
The arrival of the mail-boat in May brought him letters*
After a silence of five months, news came from Daniel de
Monfreid* From Vollard there was nothing* In the previous
month he had sent die dealer twenty canvases, the product of his
first months on Hiva-Oa* He hoped that this parcel would pay
off his debt to the picture dealer for his theoretically regular
monthly allowance and also leave him a sum to his credit* The
last parcel that he had sent had been despatched from Tahiti in
the previous August and had, it seemed, been lost in transit* Vol-
lard declared in any case that he had not received it and Gauguin
had to content himself by saying that it would be "annoying"
if it had gone astray* He learned, too, of a proposed and
important exhibition at B^ziers from de Monfreid who,
however, only gave the information scantily, not saying if
Gauguin had been invited to exhibit nor, if he had, what
pictures he would send for him* The pieces of half-news that
he received were as often as not worse than no news, for like all
exiles he could appreciate the comfort of an informative letter,
particularly when six months must pass between the sending of
a query and the receiving of a reply*
In the middle of the year there was again a long interruption
in the uncertain communication with Europe* The whole of
one month's mail was lost at sea, having been accidentally
dropped overboard from the schooner, and this circumstance
so disorganised matters at Tahiti that for three months no
mails were sent to the Marquesas, and no flour or rice, nor any
news whatever. Then an "obliging'1 schooner brought a few